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Transition of vowel harmony in Korean verbal conjugation:
Patterns of variation in a spoken corpus
Hijo Kang*

Department of English Language Education, Chosun University, Gwangju, Korea

Abstract

This study investigates the transitional aspect of vowel harmony in Korean verbal conjugation. By observing the patterns
of harmonic and disharmonic tokens of 42 verbal stems searched for in the National Institute of Korean Language (NIKL)
Korean Dialogue Corpus 2020/2021, I found that disharmonic tokens appeared less than 0.1% of time, most of which
consisted of an /a/-stem with a monosyllabic sentence-final suffix. It was noted that disharmonic pattern started to spread
to other suffixes and possibly to /o/-stems. A simple perception test showed that the disharmonic forms might have
originated from vowel reduction or undershoot. These results suggest that the ongoing change is accounted for from both
the articulatory and perceptual perspectives.
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Figure 1. Proportions of harmonic/disharmonic tokens by age group
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o1zt e A =254 o7l =
% I+ Bxgd ank 103,362
ks I+ FEA At 51,460
by I+ A ks 33,440
& A AL At 31,498
2 I+ LA Ak 24,831
= /H/ A ogg 23,314
A A ol At 22,803
) I+ EES L gt 12,838
3 I+ SA Ak 11,214
e I+ At bkl 10,039
o A el B 9,530
) Az ol At 7,864
# I+ B8 o5k 7,061
obEw | /H/ &AL H T 5,227
7Ha I+ P84 H =t 3,701
it I+ B8 ogeg 2,570
il I}/ F 84 = 2,400
ki I+ EAE Auk 827
z Az Al Ly 823
2k I+ A ks 742
Ha I/ A oErg 656
7t2 I+ Al ogs 608
& I+ GEA At 554
ks I+ A ot 500
ot I+ 2 84 H A 474
z It/ Al ank 458
eF It/ FEA A5 457
£ I+ &AL ank 455
E R A &AL At 423
i 1+ A At 379
A I+ FEAt H & 379
o I+ SA S 376
e L/ A ZEFE 22,359
= v/ L&A At 9,234
EEE /) A o 5,387
o L/ Al ogy 3,767
= /2 A Ak 2,811
= /2 A At 2,743
% v/ L&A ekl 2,014
ey [/ A H T 1,950
B /2 A Ak 1,875
& // 84 kL) 1,534
= /1) Z=Ab Atk 1,341
+ /1] 3 EA HE71 3 1,171
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